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HEALTH, SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENT REGULATIONS 

 
Permits for emissions 
Issues of environmental protection in Kazakhstan are regulated primarily by the Environmental 
Code. Depending on the nature of the industrial activity of a particular user, the Ministry of 
Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources issues a permit for a specific type of environmental 
emissions or a complex environmental permit for various environmental emissions, and approves 
such activities as construction and operation of industrial facilities and waste disposal facilities. 
The Ministry of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources establishes standards relating to the 
permissible impact on the environment, such as limits on emissions and disposals of substances, 
waste disposal and resource extraction. The rates of emissions fees are set out in the Tax Code. 
Payment of such fees does not relieve a company from its responsibility to take environmental 
protection measures and undertake restoration and clean-up activities and to pay fines in 
accordance with the administrative proceedings and compensate for any damage to the 
environment if such damage was incurred as a result of pollution. In case of material damage, 
criminal investigations against responsible employees may be initiated. 
On 1 July 2021, the new Ecological Code of Kazakhstan dated 2 January 2021 No. 400-VI will 
became effective. Emission permissions and emission normative received before 1 July 2021 for 
objects of categories I and II (classified as such after 1 July 2021) will be in effect until 
expiration of the respective emissions permission in effect as of 1 July 2021. Under the new 
Ecological Code, production of solid minerals is classified as category I. Thus, upon expiration 
of the currently effective emissions permit KazNickel will be required to obtain either a new 
environmental impact permit or a complex ecological permission. Our Company has an 
experienced ecologist, Drobot Marina, as a full-time employee who is monitoring the situation 
and will initiate application for the required permission in due course. 

 
Water use permits 
The Water Code dated 9 July 2003 (the “Water Code”) regulates utilization and protection of 
water resources. It is required to obtain a special water use permit in case of use of water in 
injection wells, water discharge facilities, etc. The special water use permit sets out thresholds 
and obligations for the sustainable use of water and restrictions on discharge of certain materials 
into water. 
A special water use permit may be suspended in cases such as: (i) inaccurate information 
provided to obtain the special water use permit, (ii) non-compliance with the requirements of 
water and ecological laws or (iii) non-compliance with restrictions on water use right in cases set 
out in the Water Code. A special water use permit may be terminated in the following cases: (i) 
no use of water resources designated for safe water supply within one year, (ii) no use of water 
resources within three years, (iii) state needs for water resources, or (iv) failure to rectify non-
compliance that served a basis for suspension of the special water use permit. 



 

Health and Safety 
Health and safety requirements in Kazakhstan are regulated by the Labour Code, by the Law on 
Civil Protection dated 11 April 2014, and by the Code on Health of Population and Healthcare 
System dated 7 July 2020. 
Various government bodies have authority in the field of health and safety matters. These 
governmental bodies include, among others, the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of the 
Population, the Ministry of Industry and Infrastructural Development, the Industrial Safety 
Committee of Kazakhstan and the Committee for Sanitary Epidemiological Control of the 
Ministry of Healthcare. 
A subsoil user is required to have a mandatory declaration of its hazardous objects, adhere to 
industrial safety guidelines (within the terms set by industrial safety regulations for specific 
hazardous objects and as prescribed by the relevant state authority), arrange HSE training for 
personnel, and insure against third-party liability in connection with the hazardous objects. 


